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男性生殖道中的細菌感染與精液品質的關係

Bacterial species present in the lower male genital tract and their relationship to semen quality 
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Introduction: To identify bacterial species present in the lower genital tract of males and to investigate the relationship with semen quality.
Methods: The microscopic analyses and cultures of 77 semen specimens from males for ivitro fertilization and embryo transfer(IVF-ET) treatment were retrospectively assessed.
Results: Semen cultures were positive for bacterial in 40%; they showed a polymicrobial flora (more than two bacterial species) in 25.8%. Enterococcus sp was the most frequently isolated bacterium, followed by Streptococcus viridans. Semen parameters were compared between culture positive group(I) and culture negative group(II). The total sperm count was 126.1 ( 80.5 in group I compared to 151.1 ( 106.8 in group II, P> 0.05.The sperm motility was 47.5 ( 16.1 in group I compared to 49.4 ( 21.6 in group II, P> 0.05. The normal sperm morphology was 17.1 ( 5.1 compared to 49.4 ( 21.6 in group II, P> 0.05.
Conclusions: Our results demonstrate that positive bacterial culture seems to be widespread among the male partners of infertile couples in Taiwan. However, asymptomatic infections of the male genital tract seem to have no influence on semen quality. 
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